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What is the Anime Scrapbook? 


One of the most active areasofAnimefandom 


are the Amateur Press Associations. For those 
of you not familiar with APAs, they are 
formed by a group of people with a common 
interest (in this case, Anime). Periodically, 
each member of the APA writes a 
contribution, or "Trib." Tribs can contain 
anything the writer wants to publish: artwork, 
translations, reviews of the latest Anime they 
have seen, bitches about work, etc. The writer 
also includes comments directed towards the 
other members about what has been published 
the past or anything else that may be of 
interest to certain individuals. The writer then 
a makes a number of copies equal to the 
number of people in the APA and mails them 
to the editor, who collates that tribs and mails 
out the finished product. 


The Anime Scrapbook is a sampling of the 
material published in these APAs. If you like 
what you see and would like to participate in 
an APA, write to the Chicago Megazone for 
more information. 
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ORANGE ROALD Viewer’ => qgiuade. Part TL 
by Matthew Zeit 


Episode i: The New Stucent Finds His First Love! 
The story opens with KYOSUKE KASUGA counting the number of steps 
on the local staircase. The wind blows a red hat his way, which he 


skillfully snatches out of the air. 
Sea Soe ie 


"Nice catch!" says the owner of the hat, - : aS es 
a pretty girl standing at the top of the Be g i 7 a 


stairs. Kyosuke finishes the climb and 4 
good-natured arguement ensues over whether & 
there are 99 or 1@@ steps. Eventually, they Be& 
compromise at 99.5. a 
"You*re mot from town, are you," she BF 
says. 
"How did you know?" 
"Your accent." 
"OH..." A Short pause ensues. 
"See ya," she says suddenly and starts 
down the stairs. 
"Hey! Your hat!” 
"Weep iti” 
"Eh?" 
"Tt suits you!” she says, and runs off. 
Kyosuke heads home, happy to have met 
someone so mice on his first day in town. 
Upon walking in the coor, he gets nailed by afy, 
flying dresser. Kyosuke gets up 4nd berateslE - 
sic twin sisters, MANAMI and KURUMI, for Ne 
using their powers. Kurumi., the brown haired 
one, complains that it’s toa much trouble to 
move the furniture by hand, out Kyosuke isn’t 
pPiacatec. The reason they moved in the first 
nlace, Kyosuke reminds them, is because the people 
in their cold town got freaked after Kurumi ran the 
1@%im dash in = seconds. If word of their power 
gets cut, they’1l have to move all over again. 
Their Dad, Takashi, makes an entrance to take 
a few pictures of his photogenic children. 
Afterwards, Manami discovers the red hat, only to 
have it snatched away by Kyosuke. 
"That’s yours?” Manami asks. 
"hre you getting weird on us?” asks Kurumi. 
‘Aeide: The couple in the apartment below, 
FUJIEKG and UMOU, are one of the show’s running 
jokes. They show up once every episode or two, in 
less and less likely places, to profess their love 
to each other using the same REALLY corny lines.? 
The following day, the three of them set off 
for school together. They arrive just in time to 
cee HIKGRU HIYAMA blew off some biker dude and 
humiliate him in front of the entire school. 
Kurumi thinks she*s the coolest. 
Kyosuke is introduced to the class. The 
teacher tells him to take a seat, SO he proceeds 
to the nearest open desk. "Not there," says the 


- 
tt at is 
c WS 


teacher while whole class laughs at him, “That’s Ayukawa’s desk." 

KOMATSU informs the teacher that there’s an open desk next to him 
and Kyasuke takes a seat. Immediately, Komatsu and his friend, HATA, 
get down to business, or perhaps pleasure is more like it. (A Bloody 
nose is symbolic of unceantrolled emotions ina virgin.) | 

Kyosuke asks Komatsu whose desk he was going to sit at. Komatsu 
tells him that it belongs to MADOKA AYUKAWA, whose ditching class, as 
usual. "Hest stay away from her. She’s a total delinquent.” 

After class, Kyosuke hears a someone playing the sax. Following 
the music to its source, the player turns out to be Girl he met the 
day before. "Let’s go," says Komatsu. 

"Boat. — wt 

"That’s Madoka. I told you to stay away from her, remember’? Mast 
people call her *Madoka the Pick.’" 

Meanwhile, Hikaru is being bullied by the biker and his friends. 
The gang isn’t too pleased about their friend getting humiliated in 
public. "Besides," says the leader, "Wow can you resist a guy as cute 
as this?" Hikaru isn’t impressed and it looks like a fight is going toa 
break out. | ee 7 o: 4 


While Hata and Komatsu are trying to get her measurements, Manami - 


receives word telepathically from Kurumi on what is going on down at 
the river. The three of them watch as, suffering a few injuries, the 
bikers pin Hikaru down. 

Fortunately, Madoka shows up and proceeds to pound the snot out 
of the entire gang while a stunned Kyosuke watches. After the dust 
settles, Kyosuke says, “It’s you isn’t it? From yesterday..." 

"So this is where you going to school, huh?" 

"This guy your friend?" asks Hikaru. 

"Don’t know him," she replies. 

"You are Madoka, aren’t you? We have class together..." says 


Eyoasuke. 


"So what?" Madeka replies, 
pulling out a cigarette. | 

"That?s disgusting!" Kyosuke 
thinks as he telekinetically puts 
eut the cigarette. "Keep on 
smoking that crap," he says, as he 
rips the cigarette to  shreads, 


"and it won’t be long before you 
can’t even have babies!” 


"So there!" he thinks to 
himself. 

"Who the Hell do you think 
you are! Some kinda social 
worker?" she retorts as she levels 


him. 

In his room later that night, 
Kyosuke reflects on his encounters 
with the mysterious Madoka. 


Episode 2: The Lemon Kiss? | 

(Cultural Note: The Japanese are very big on "face." In order far 
a person or an institution to be respected, it must present a flawless 
image toa the community. For this reason, schools are very strict. The 
academic performance and behavior of the students, even outside cof 
class, reflects on the quality of the school.) 


Kyosuke and Madoka are standing on a dock as the sun sets over 
the ocean. 

"You wanted to talk?" Kyosuke asks. _ 

"Actually..." Madoka saySs "Actually I..-From the time I first 
met you at the top of the stairs..--I’ve loved you!" 

“Tt was the same me too, Madoka..." 

Kyosuke then returns to his regularly scheduled programming. 

While Kurumi and Manami- make lunch and discuss the latest scap 
operas, Kyosuke gets chewed out by his Dad for using his power in 
public. “Do you want to have to move again?" 

“OK! GKI" he replies and turns an accusing eye on Kurumi. Kurumi 
denies any finking, but Dad berates her for lying- 

Kyosuke gets to school late and runs into Madoka on the way toa 
class. Assuming that she’s still mad at him, he ignores her. 

'"There’s no hurry,” she says- “The teacher hasn’t arrived yet. He 
always comes down those stairs on his way to class thirty seconds 
hefore the bell. Speaking of which...-." she says as the sound of 
approaching faotsteps comes By Bt a te tats Piso e8 5. 
from the stairwell. SS RE Ny Ce ae 

Kyosuke is thrilled that ARN — ee /f ria ee 
she seems to have forgiven Mar} % * fey 
him. "Madoka sure is cute!” 
he thinks to himself, "She 
must have been in a bad mood 


eee, B45 : 
oti gb. 23 Se 
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yesterday." 
Later in aym class, 
fomatsu detours into the 


girls’ aym ta rate the Fi <s2 
contestants, not necessarily Bee 
on their technique. Madoka is ts 
called to perform oan the 
balance beam, and Eomatsu 
gets up to leave. "How does 
Madoka rate?” Kyosuke asks. 

"JT make a practice of 
ignoring peacple like her." 

Kyosuke watches, 
completely entranced, as 
Madoka goes through her 
rountine, and later, during a 
basketball game, she returns) 
the favor. Kyosuke wants to 
impress her and drives for 
the basket as time runs out. 
“This would be a sinch if I 
use my power, but.««<."” 

tater Hikaru sneaks into 
the gym to have smoke, and 
observes Kyosuke sulking 
after having missed the shot. 
"Would it have been better if 
I had used my power?" he asks 
himself as, unaware that he 
is heing observed, he 
telekinetically scores from 
across the room. 


BOR, 


Needless to say, Hikaru is REALLY impressed. She wants to find 
out more about him and get to know him, so she hunts down his sisters 
(whe are her age), and tries to make good friends with them, making a 
bit of a fool of herself in the process. © 

Meanwhile, Kyosuke observes the lunch line chaos, while Komatsu 
and Hata manage to escape with a treasure or two. Komatsu asks Kyosuke 
why he isn*t in line, but Kyosuke replies that his sisters made lunch 
for him. Komatsu offers to swap lunches, and he and Hata run off to 
join his sisters. Kyosuke pursues and has a perfectly timed collision 
with Hikaru. Hikaru doesn’t have much time tea be happy. about it, 
pateSr = 


"What are you two doing!” exclaims the gym teacher. 

"See you later, Darling!" Hikaru shouts as she runs off. 
"Darling?" says Kyosuke. 

"DARLING!!!" says the gym teacher, reaching the obvious answer to 


his question. 

Kyosuke gets dragged off ta one of the staff offices. While 
Kyosuke tries to get a word in edgewise, the gym teacher proceeds to 
chew him out for taking advantage of a delinquent baad Faker: ane = 
just as bad as your classmate, Ayukawa!" . 

Bad move, as Madoka happens to be present. After taking a flower 
in the face, Kyasuke tells him that he ought to keep his mouth shut if 
he’s just going to brand pecple as delinquents. 

Qutside the office, he finds Madoka waiting for him with his bag, 


and the two of them have a good laugh over the whole incident. 


= 


Episode 2: Fickle Feelings on a Rolling Date 

Komatsu and Hata find Kyosuke and drag him to their favorite 
lunch place. It’s not hard to figure aut what they like about it: the 
waitresses all wear leotards. They order their food (Kyasuke gets "a 
hamburger and white milk") and sit down at a table that gives them a 
commanding view of the aerobics floor. 

Fomatsu asks Kyosuke if he wants to join them at the disco 
teniaght, and hands Kyosuke three lady’s tickets. 

"Don?t a lot of sleezy people hang out there?" 

"You’ve been listening to your teachers too much," replies 
Komatsu. 

"Tt have seen Madoka around there a lot,” Hata says, "so I suppose 
you can find that type if you want it." 

Kyosuke seems to want it. 

Kyosuke comes back to reality when he realizes who the other two 
tickets are meant fors his sisters. He tries to tell them that his 
Sisters have never been to a disco and don’t know how to dance, but 
one look at the aerobics floor settles that issue. 

Later, Kyosuke heads home and (finds out from his sisters that 
Komatsu. and Hata have already asked them out. Kyosuke tells them that 
he won’t stand for it and forbids them to go, but he drops the tickets 
on the way to his room. When Manami wakes him up, Kurumi has already 
taken one and gone. 

Komatsu and Hata meet outside the disco and prepare to wait for 
the girls. Meanwhile, Kyosuke and Manami teleport inside and split up 
to look for Kurumi. As he scans the crowd, he bumps into Hikaru, who 
is just THRILLED to see him. Kyosuke asks her if she’s alone, but she 
points to a table and tells him she came with Madoka. Sure enough, 
Madoka is there, and, to Kyosuke’s astonishment, she’s drinking. 

The DJ puts on a slow song and Hikaru badgers him into dancing 
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with her (Kyosuke is too nice of a 
guy te say nod. Madoka sees him 
and pays him back by taking up 
some stud on his offer to dance. 
Kyosuke isn’t thrilled with the 
Situation, but he is finding 
Hikaru somewhat attractive, so he 
figures that he and Madoka were 
just not meant to be and tries to 
enjoy himself. 

Meanwhile, Komatsu and Hata 
are still waiting fer Manami and 
 Kurumi outside while the latter 
( pig out inside (appearently, young 
ESPers need lots of food). 

Hikaru asks KFyosuke out, sO faze See 
the follawing afternoon, Kyosuke See OS 
takes the train to a park where they are supposed to 
meet. All and all, Kyosuke is feeling pretty good about 
how things are going. Unfortunately, Kyosuke arrives an 
hour early and soon gets bored waiting, sa he rents a 
boat and rows out into the lake. 

Meanwhile, Komatsu and Hata go to the Kasuga house 
and ask Kurumi and Manami out. They giadly accept, 
especially when the guys offer to take them out to eat. 

Kyosuke rows out into the lake, and hears Madoka 
playing her sax. As he watches, the guy she met at the 
disco the previous night arrives with one of his gooney 
buddies and asks her to join him later for an evening of fun. He and 
his buddy don’t take it too well when Madoka, not to nicely, tells him 
she isn’t interested, and a fight ensues. Kyosuke tries to row to her 
rescue but the fight is long over by the time he gets there. 

Meanwhile, Hata and Komatsu can only watch in awe as Kyosuke’s 
sisters consume an unbelievable quantity of pizza. This is really 
putting a squeeze on the two of them since they only have 2,509 yen 
between them (about the cost of one pizza'). 

Kyosuke and Madoka row out on the lake and Kyasuke 15 soon 
bewitched by the same magic he has felt during all of his earlier 
encaunters with her. He starts te ask the stupid questions like "Do 
you come here often?" but is saved by from further stupidness when a 
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into the lake. Kyosuke saves the child, and he and Mado 


go to a nearby coffee shop to get out of the rain. 
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"What are you staring at?” 
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really 
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inda like a date, 
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"Anyway s 
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fun. 
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asks Madoka. 


Well...” 


"AR. wee 


I was 


it’s time 


"Well, 
leaving anyway.” 


MWhat about your jacket?" 

"Please neatly wash and return it," she says and leaves. 

"Way to ruin its Kyosuke Kasunga.-"— - 

Kyosuke leave the restaurant and charges through the rain te see 
if Hikaru is still there, but all he finds is a note that says, 
"eyosuke, you’re a total jerki" 


Episode 4: Hikaru?! The Great Erotic Experience? 

(Cultural Note: It would be hard to imagine anything more 
embarrassing for a teacher oar a school than for word to get around 
that any of their students have lost their virginity, or worse; gotten 
pregnant. For this reasons schools try to discourage relationships. If 
a teacher finds out that you are dating, he is likely to call up your 
parents and tell them that the reason you aren’t deing well in school 
is because you’re distracted by your relationship. Japanese parents 
seldom goa easy on their kids if they’re not doing well in school. As a 
result, students involved in relationships try to keep as low a 
profile as pessible.) 

Getting caught in the rain 
has taken its toll on Kyosuke. 
His cold is so bad he can’t 
even use his powers 
effectively. 

Hikaru arrives and the two 
of them go up to his bedroom. 

"Sorry I didn’t make it to 


the date," says Kyosuke, 
"Nad’s...5" 

"Ohi" says Hikaru 
understandingly, "you were 


helping your Dad?” 

"Eh? Yeah, that’s it?" 

Hikaru starts getting 
friendly, but Kyosuke knows 
he’s heing watched. After 
uncovering the snoop, Manami 
brings coffee for both of them. 
"Congradulations Kyosuke,” she 
says, “Kurumi and I have been 
worried about you, but now 
you’ve found someone else to 
leok after you!" 

Kyosuke chases her out, 
then realizes that this is the 
first time he’s ever had a girl 
alone in his bedroom. A rather 
nervous conver sation ensues, 
and Kyosuke finds himself 
attracted to the spirited 
Hikaru. Unfortunately, his 
enthusiasm dies when he 
realizes that she has no | 
intention of leaving tonight. | 

He finally gets rid of her 
early the next mornings but the 
damage has been done. Thanks to 


mat} 


Kurumi’s big mouth, it isn’t long 
before everyone has heard that 
Hikaru spent the night with 


3 
i> 
>| 
7 
%f 


Kyosuke. 
Kyosuke is trying to eat 
lunch when Komatsu starts 


elbowing him in the ribs. 

"Co how was it?" he asks. 

“How was what?” 

"Your night with Hikaru!" he 
replies as Kyosuke chokes on his 
meal. "I must say, you really 
amaze me! So come on! How was 
it?" 
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"What are you talking 
about!" 
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Met Ss 


"Hikaru was 
you last night, 
she?" 

"Yeah, but I didn’t 
DO anything!" 

"You know, " says 
Hata, "Thirteen will get 
you twenty.” 


"So tell us 
already!" demands 
Komatsu, "How was you 


entrance into manhood?" 
"My what?" 


"? Rig Brother,’" says Hata. 

">"Rig Brother?"’" 

"I got the whole story from Kurumi and Manami." says Hata. 

Kyosuke finally loses his temper. "Leave me alone! Hikaru is not 
a loose girl, so nothing happened!” 

Madoka, taking this to mean that something WOULD have happened if 
Hikaru had been a little iess virtuous, storms cut of the room. 

Madoka finds Hikaru up on the roof of the school. 

"So he was helping his Dad?" 

"That’?s what he said. So it isn’t that he doesn*t like me-t” 

“Mibaru..--He is a guy, after all. They can be pretty good at 
telling white lies. Do you believe him?" 

"Yer! I can just tell he isn’t the lying type..-and I really like 
him!" 

"T see. Keep after him then!” 

"OK!" replies Hikaru, and leaves. 

"That guy,” thinks Madoka, ‘Wo wasn’t helping his Dad. He lied." 
Kyosuke pulls Hikaru aside and asks her to help him kill the 
rumors about them, but Hikaru SEPA Fiedes, Mie | ad ye 
is proud that they feel so BR aa 
strongly for each other and 

wants the world to know it. 


"But the rumors are 
completely untrue?” exclaims 
Kyosuke. 

"You mean..--you really 
don’t like me?" says Hikaru 


as the tears begin to flow. 

"No, it’s not that! You 
really are cute and it isn’t 
that I don’t like you...” 

"I?m so Glad!" cries. 
Hikaru as she throws herself 
into his arms in front of a 
number of their classmates. 

"IT think I’m gonna be 
sick..." says a thoroughly 
embarrassed Kyosuke. 

Hikaru takes Kyosuke to 
the infirmary, where Kyosuke~ 
dreams he is trying to 
apologize to Madoka. 
Unfortunately. reality gets 
the better of him once again 
and he finds that it is 
Hikaru he is kissing instead. 


Madoka makes a timely 

entrance, takes in the 

situation, and leaves. 
Meanwhile, a 


disappointed crowd learns the 
truth about what happened 
last night between Kyosuke 
and Hikaru. 

Later that night, 
Kyosuke is lying sick in bed 


while his sisters force feed him sake to help him get over his cold. 
Still haunted by the the earlier events, he calls Madoka. 
Madoka doesn’t feel lake talking, but after 20 rings picks up the 
phone. 
"Hello? Madoka?” says Kyosuke, "It’s Kyosuke.... 
"What do you want?" 
"Just be quiet and hear me out. That rumor about me and 
Hikaru...that’s total nonesense!" 
"Look, I’m real Busy now..-- 
"The truth is all we did was drink coffee and talk!.And I was 
half asleep back in the infirmary when I fad my arms around Hikaru! 


"So why are you bitching at me about it? I didn’t start those 
rumors. What makes you think that I’d do such a thing!” Madoka asks, 
and hangs up. Kyosuke is left to mull over his failure ta communicate. 

The following day, Kyosuke meets Hikaru at a coffee shop. 

"What do you think of Madoka?" Hikaru asks suddenly. 

"Why do you ask?" 

"You don’t seem to like her very much." ) 2, 

"That’s not true!" | 2 ea ee ee He Ss 

"“That’?s good, because she’s really a wonderful person! People say 
a lot of bad things about her, but she’s really very nice.” To prove 
her point, she telis him how Madoka helped her get her pendant back 
after one of the neighborhood boys stole it. 

After they finish, Kyosuke reluctantly agrees to date her again 
sometime and sees her off. As the bus pulls away, he sees Madoka 
across the street, confronted by a couple of sleezeballs that followed 
her out of a movie theater. Kyosuke tries to telekinetically run them 
over with a steam roller but loses his concentration in a fit of 
coughing. Fortunately, the falling vehicle knocks over a barrel of 
tar, smothering the goons and taking them out of the pictre. 

Madoka joins Kyosuke and fusses over him as obviously he is still 
sick. 
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Episode S: Shared Secret: The Fart Time Job 

(Cultural Note: Most schools in Japan forbid their students from 
holding a part time job on the grounds that a job detracts too much 
from the student’s studies.) 

Hikaru, crying hysterically, calls Kyosuke on the phone. ws. can’t 
take it anymore! I just can’t beleive it!" 

Kyosuke doesn*t get much more out of her, but is soon convinced 
that she’s about to kill herself. He dashes across town, but only 
finds a pair of shoes at the top of a bridge. 

Not surprising, since Hikaru is playing bali in the river. she 
joins Kyosuke on the bridge and telis him what has her so worked tp. 
Last night, she saw Madoka enter the East City Hotel with a strange, 
older man, and she's worried that he may come between her and her 
closest friend, ar worse, Madoka may. actually leave town with him. The. . 
additional implications are not lost on Kyosuke.. te ne Be ne oe ae 

Kyosuke returns home to find that Kurumi and Manami have 
convinced Dad ta take them to Hokkaido for the weekend. Kyosuke joins 
his sisters in their elation, then gives it a second thought and says 
he doesn’t want to ga. The others figure he must be feverish, but the 
reality is that he wants to find out what’s happening with Madoka. 

Eyosuke finds his way to Madoka’s house, but in light af the 
harsh treatment he's received firram her in the past, he can’t bring 
himsel¢ ta ring the bell. Suddenly Madoka comes out, and instinct gets 
the better of him. He hides. 

Kyosuke tails Madoka across tawn, and eventually, his antics 
attract the attention of another group of girls. Kyosuke turns araund 
to find he is standing in framt cf a sign warning peaple to beware af 
rapists. Ry the time he recovers his wits, Madoka is gone. Kyosuke 
continues to search for her, but before long a policeman confronts 
him. “Looking for someone?" he asks. 


"That's him! That*s the pervert!" shouts one of the girls. 
Kyasuke muns from the cap and ducks into a coffee shap to hide. 
"“Welcame!" says an all toa familiar voice. Kyosuke turns around 


to find Madoka working behind the counter. Madoka is just as surprised 
to see him. 

Macoka introduces her boss, or MASTER as he’s called, who’s = an 
old friend of hers. Last night he'd taken her out for dinner, at the 
hotel, to offer her a job. . 

Appearentlys they’re still somewhat short-handed. Madoka asks 
Kyosuke if he wouldn*t mind bending school rules and signing on. 
Kyosuke accepts. 

The Master departs oan an errand, leaving the two of them to 
attend the shop. Trouble starts imediately, for in walk none other 
than Komatsu and Hata. FKyosuke realizes that if the two of them find 
out about them warking here, the damage caused by these babblers could 
potentially be staggering. Madoka devises a clever way to serve them 
without showing her face, but: that only makes them suspicious. Kyosuke 
is finally forced to subtlely use his psychic powers to encourage them 
to leave. | 

The day progresses with its share of embarrassing situations and 
magical moments. The thrill of being a part of the “mysterious” 


ewe Madoka*’s private life and 
(ee aa sharing with her a secret 
S&S 2 ~ such as this has Fyosuke 

= si “BORSA walking on air. 
ek 6 ite After closing, the 
— ihe “4 Master toasts his new 
- : employees. “Thanks to 
you, Kyosuke, we were 
able to get by today," he 

M“ 


says, then adds, "Quite 
an oardeal, eh?" 

"Today’s the first time I've ever 
worked a job," replies Kyosuke, "but it was 
a lot of fun." 

"Perhaps because you got to work with 
Madoka?" 

"Phew eUMeas - 

UMaster,'' interjects Madoka, "shouldn*t 
you be going now? Isn*t your wife waiting 
for yau?" 

"OK, I*m no match for you, Madoka,”" 
Says the Master. "Be sure to lock up." 

The Master leaves, and after a few quiet moments, Madoka Says, 
"Kyasuke, you are one of the most inhibited boys I*ve ever met." 

"EN?" says Kyosuke articulately. 

"Dan't you ever have anything real to drink?" 

MWell...?t’m still in Junior High School, you know." 

"Totally inhibited!" taunts Madoka. 

"Tam not!" 

"Ore too," says Madoka with a ring of certainty. "And yet," she 
—_ continues thoughtfully, "VOU 


eh ial 2o¢ ee broke your promise to Hikaru to 
roel ae yAtake a boat ride in the park 
ye 1 Pf iio with me. Very uncool..." 
| Sa - "Ouch!" Kyosuke thinks to 
LY ree himself. 


"You know," says Madoka 
dwith an unfathomable look in 
her eye, "we have a word = for 
Aguys who do that...J-E-R-K!" 
m Yet despite the takedown, her 
a voice is soft, almost 
seductive, and carries no hint 
of reproach. 

Kyosuke is still trying toa 
make sense of the mixed signals 
he’s receiving. when Madoka 
asks suddenly, "Do you really 
like Hikaru?" 

it] Eh? it 

"Sorry..." says Madoka 

almast imediately. 
The two of them lock up 
and leave. Kyosuke walks her to 


SEMA AYOr—4% 


the bus stop, and Kyosuke finds 
himself staring at her while 
she waits. Madoka soon jars him 
out of his thoughts again as 
she realizes that the buses 
don't run this late. 

The two of them settle 
back dawn on the bus stop 
bench, Kyosuke still staring at 
her. Madoka looks back at Himes 

~ and after a long moment says: 
: "Tonight, can I stay with 


q Kyosuke is speachless 
PAS (remember, the house is empty). 
Sees | "TI promise I won’t tell 
IHijkaru."” she says as she falls 
into his arms. 
Kyosuke can hardly believe 
-q@ what's happening, but finally 
eA notices that Madoka has fallen 
We asleep. He*s still wondering 
NS what to do next when a familiar 
Si voice calls out, "Hey: Kyasuke ! 
meee Madoka! Is war k over?" A 
eq totally dismayed Kyosuke turns 
4 around to see Hikaru leaning 


fa out the window of her mother's 
i car. | 
"You. ..-you know?" 
"Oh sure," replies Hikaru, 
"T heard all about your job 


from Madoka an the phone." 


~men ey 
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Hikaru packs the sleeping Madoka into 
: the car and leaves. Kyosuke is left hehind 
A,eve at the bus stop, wondering whether it was 
“48 just the drinks...ar something mare.... 


ae % oe - * Episode 6: The Rival 
. Ce oe. eee Kyosuke wakes up late; so late in fact 
that Dad is already eating his lunch. 
. <a assuming that Kyosuke had forgotten a 
iKyosuke is in a hurry but he doesn’t make it 
lta school without incident; he is confronted 
by YUUSAKU HINO. 
Yuusaku first demonstrates his fighting 
~@ powess by just about knocking over a 
ea streetlight with his fist. He then turns to 
“a an impressed Kyosuke and tells him to leave 
iii : Geet His girl alone, or Kyosuke’s gonna end up 
like the streetlight. Kyosuke a... eT 
is not pleased to find he hasf zZ eee A 
competition for Madoka. :: 
At school, exams arek 
comming up and everyone is. 
making an effort to prepare. & 
AS Kyosuke studies withe 
Komatsu and Hata, Komatsu'’s ge 
attention is drawn to Macdoka. x. 
She may be trouble, he telis | 
Kyosuke, but she aces all the \ 
tests...and she doesn’t even g' 
study! (ca 

Kyosuke meets Hikaru in & 
the library to study. As it a ane at 
becames appearent that Hikaru needs all the help 
she can get, Kyosuke reluctantly agrees meet her 
there to study every day until exams are past. 

After finishing with Hikaru, Kyosuke goes 
to the Abacab where he finds Madoka studying 
(appearently, she just doesn’t do much in 
class). Kyosuke looks at her study materials and 
soon realizes that tests at this school are much 
harder than those given at his old school. He 
needs help, and Madoka is all to happy to help. 

A mumber of days pass as Kyosuke regularly 
studies with Hikaru, then teleports to the 
Abacab. Hikaru becomes more and more impressed 
as Kyosuke continues to be a treasure trove of 
facts, usually obtained word for word from 
Madoka the previous night. 

Kyosuke is leaving the Abacab one night, 
feeling pretty good, when Yuusaku, who's been 
(not too subtly) shadowing him all this time, 
confront him again. "I*ve been watching you," he 
says, "and I've discovered what a truly 
despicable person you ar@, you Two-timer!" 
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are Ee At school the next day Madoka gives Kyosuke some 
‘suggests that they "go over them later." 

; Madoka gives him an odd look, “Laters huh?" 

| “Ummmmeeee' replies Kyosuke in his patented 
fashion. 

UNikaru sure is cute, eheea- 

"mea YRRMa wee 

Yuusaku finds Hikaru and tries to 
Kyosuke’s evil ways, but she doesn’t give 
him the chance. One definately gets the 
impression that Hikaru has blowing off 
Yuusaku down to an art. 

Madoka, with Kyosuke along side, runs 
into Yuusaku and the two wish each other 
good luck on the exam. 

"You know that guy?" asks Kyosuke. 

"Oh sure. Hikaru and TI grew tip with 
him. We used to doa everything tagether. 
Even take baths together.” 

tWhat'™ says Kyosuke as he slams his ee A 


oe ee @ 


fingers in the door. a. Se eee = 


oe ee @ © 


"When we were little...." adds Madoka. px iis RR ee oS ae 


Rack home that night, Kurumi is trying Pea ees 


to badger Dad into letting her use her jag Alibris: : 


power an the exam. Meanwhile, in his room, | = Pigeon eT ess 
Kyosuke tries to study, but he’s far too CeO Ni 
distracted. 

The days pass and exam day approaches. At school, the day before 
the exam, Kyosuke sees Yuusaku and Madoka alone an the roof talking. 
Worried that he’s telling her about his two-timing. he heads up there, 
but runs into Yuusaku on the way down. Madoka follows, appearently in 
good spirits. 

"Roy, is that guy ever in love!" she says. 

‘hihi? 

Nis eaid he’s been in love ever since we were young," she tells a 
distraught Kyasuke, "With Hikaru that is..." 

Q relieved Kyosuke follows her outside. "So," he says, "he*s been 
in love ever since he was little, huh?" 
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SaNistudy notes. Hikaru arrives, sees the notes, and 


"What do you intend to do about him?" 
"Well, since he’s not interested in you...." Kyasuke doesn?t 

finish his thought. 7 | 

Later, Kyosuke wraps Up his last study session with Hikaru, who 
decides it’s time toa goa tao the Abacab and celebrate. This is, af 
course, the last place in the world Kyosuke wants to go with her, and 
tries everything he can think of to get out of it...toa no avail. 

"Study?" says Madoka as she slams a glass of water down in frant 
of Kyosuke. 

"Yep!" replies Hikaru. 

"With Kyosuke?" 

"Every day!" 

"“OhhhhHh!" yells Kyosuke standing up. 

"MWhat is it?" says Madoka. 

"Ee, ,,could I have a menu please?" 

"Just a sec," says Madoka. 

“What's wrong?" asks Hikaru. 


"Nothing." 
MUAHHH!!!" says Kyosuke, dropping the glass. (Cultural Note: When 


aguy and a girl share food or drinks, it’s considered an indirect 
kiss.) 

Madoka gives Kyosuke a menu with aletter inside it. In the 
letter, she promises she won't tell Hikaru about them studying 
together. She also wishes; him good luck on the exam. The letter 15 
signed "Madoka Sensei." 

The exam is given the next day. Unfortunately, Kyoasuke 16 sa 
tired that his performance is less than stellar. 

After finding out about his grades, he comes across Yuusaku, who 
is again trying to tell Hikaru about him. she actually listens this 
time, but Yuusaku can’t get a word out and runs off. 

Kyosuke is breathing «& healthy sigh of relief when Madoka finds 
him and berates him for doing so poorly on the exam. 


Episode 7: Immoral Madoka? The Kiss*s Spark! 
Hikaru stops by Kyosuke’s house. He's not home, but Kurumi tells 
her that he’s at Komatsu*s house. Hikaru runs into Yuusaku in front of 


the building, but she doesn*t have time for him and 
skillfully blows him off again. - 

Not surprisingly, Komatsu’s bedroom resembles 
the inside af an adult bookstore. "Surely there's 
someone you like?" he asks Kyosuke in during a 
conversation about his favorite subject. "It must be 
someone close," he says, reading Kyosuke’s face. "I'm 
right, aren*t I! But how could you fall for such a 
weird girl?" 

"Weird?" asks Kyosuke, reflecting on what he 
knows about Madoka, then adds "She’s not weird!" 

"She's a total weirdo! All that seventh-grader 
does is follow Madoka around like a puppy!” 

"EW? Yau mean Hikaru?" 

"You mean there’s someone else?" a 

n J ,Maybe...but I don’t think you’ve got a good Bae 2 
reason for thinking Hikaru is weird." |... oe 

"Ont So it's her your after! Well, if. Madoka’s  * 
the one, you had better be ready." 

ft Why?" 

"Hang out with her and play it right, and you" 1] 
be a happy man! She's as easy as they come!" 

Kyosuke can hardly believe his ears, but he 
etill remembers what happened at the bus stop after 
his first night working at the Abacab. ("Tonight, can 
I stay with you?") 

Kyosuke leaves shortly thereafter and wanders 
aimlessly, thinking about what Komatsu has told him. 
As fate would have it, he wanders by Madoka’s house 
and is snapped cut of his thoughts by Madoka, who is 
om her way out. It turns out that she isn’t working, s0 the two af 
them go into town together. 

Madoka takes them to a bar, which makes Kyosuke uneasy since they 
are still only in dunior High School (9th -graders). As Madoka calms 
his nervousness, the two of them are interrupted by another couple, who 
obviously know Madoka. 

"Tt sure didn’t take you long," the guy sneers at Madoka,. “2 
don’t remember seeing this one before, but he sure is your type. You 
two make a FINE couple." 

"And my! What a cute little boy she's found!" the girl adds. 

"Little boy???" exclaims Kyosuke. 

"Now little boy." she jeerS, "you pay careful attention ta what 
she has to teach you." 

"That's right," adds the guys "She's done a splendid job on a 
number of other occasions. Let’s see, there was him, and him, and then 
there was that guy, and that other ON@esse” 

"That*?s enough already!" explodes Kyosuke, "I dan*t need to hear 
any mare of this crap sO just shut up! There’s no excuse for what 
you* ve said!” 

"I'm just telling you the truth," replies the guy, “Isn't that 
right, Madoka?" 

"Yau jerk!" thunders Eyosuke, "Anpologize!" 

"What?" 


"hyosuke, let's go." says 
Madaka, wha takes him by the arm 
and drags him away." 
"What's his problem," the 
guy wanders. 
"What do you expect froma 
little boy like that?" replies 
the girl. 
"T AM NOT A LITTLE &Oy!!tt" 
Kyosuke yells back at them. 
"That*s enough already!" 
says Madoka. ; 
“How can you say that!" he 
says to Madoka. "How can you 
7 just stand there and take that? 
‘Why didn’t you say anything?" 
! Madoka stops, and after a 
moment says, "Becuase you said. 
fit all forme," she replies 
lwith a slight smile, "I had 
5 nothing to add." 
| The two of them go to 
another barr, and it isn*t lang 
before Kyosuke is quite drunk. 
Later, Madoka tries to help 
him make it home. 

"Ore you OK?" she asks. 
; "What!" replies Kyosuke 
jin a slurred voice, "I am NOT 
° lttle boy!" 
! 
| 


ttt 


e i 


"Just hang in there...’ 
"TJ cam stand on my OWN, 
you know! Why is it that 
everyane thinks I’m just some 
. twerp? Even you thought that. 
Nore cause I*m tipsy after 
3a" ae iit five drinks doesn’t mean I’m a 
— *little boy!*" ' 
"Actually, ait was only 
tWOeeen” 
"Doesn*t matter anyway. 
“WE I'm not drunk! When I’m drunk, 
‘a1 see tripple," Kyosuke says. 
23 Seems he’s right about that, 
as his view of Madoka splits. 
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"COME OMaaaa” 

mee Kyosuke collapses in 

“= Madaka’s arms. "TP mM EO 

i foolish," he says shamefully, 
"vou" ve goat So much 
experience, but I etill 
haven*te.e-" Madoka ifs hurt 


and Kyosuke is still seeing 
clearly enough to know it, sO 


he says, "I'm soarry...1 really 
dont think that.” 
"It?s OK." 

"No it’s not! I really 
don*t believe the things 
people say. Madoka&ennwa' He 
gazes into her eyes. and 
kisses her. 

eee etries to anyway. 
Madoka levels him before he 
can accomplish it. . 

Kyosuke wakes Up in bed 
the next morning. He remembers 
nothing at first, but when his 
sisters tell him he got in 
drunk late last night. his 
BR eee Rees ee Ae RE RS Sc memory. is. refreshed. — - i 
eRe ee be SRN . . Tf looks could kill, 


ware y ss 
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Kyosuke would have died the 
moment he stepped into class. 
@ When the bell rinos for lunch, 
;Kyosuke tries to talk to her 
a in the hall but KoOmatSt« 
Sai friend indeed, drags him off 
mito try and beat the lunch line 
rush. 


— —— a ae Kyosuke has barely 
escaped the chaos, when Hikaru throws herself into his arms. Kyoasuke 
is understandably embarrassed, and asks her if this can*t wait until 
their out of school. Hikaru reluctantly agrees, tells him to meet her 
at the Abacab after school, and takes off. Kyosuke is so relieved that 
he doesn’t realize that he has no intention of going anywhere near the 
Abacab until it is too late to stop her. 

After school Hikaru goes to the Abacab. 8s Madoka serves her her 
drink she asks, "Didn’*t I order iced tea?" 

"Qh, sa you did. I’m sorry. I?ll make some right away." 

"That's OF, but you know, it?s not like you to make a mistake: 

like this. What’s going on?" 

"Tt? s nothing!" says Madoka nervously, “I'm really OK. Nothing 
happened last night." = : 


MWhat do you mean F2522 
"Nothing happened last ae aS 
night?’ " Azna® 
Madoka completely loses TH ~ 
her composure and drops the 2 


glass of tea. She appologizes 
to the Master (who appears to 
have figured out what's going 
an) and starts to clean up. 

"T wonder what Kyasuke’s 
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doing," says Hikaru, "He's we 
late." Rete 


"eVosuke’ Ss coming?" asks 
the Master. 


“of 


a a 


Madoka cute her hand on 

the glass. | 
Later that night, the 
Master stops Madoka before 
leaving. He tells her that 
it*s not a good idea ta let a 
problem go unaddressed. She's 
obviously distracted and life Le 
is too short to go floundering | - 
through it. : 
With these words in mind, 
Madoka approaches Kyosuke in 
class the next day and asks to 
speak with him alone. They Bess 
head out into the hall, but Bagem 


Komatsu abducts him again fee | 
before either one can say F ,. 
anything. aX = 


kyosuke fights his way pe. 
out of the lunch line with Be 
more than his fair share anc Beem 
is attacked by Hikaru, who's fire: 
upset that Kyosuke stood her Beez 
up yesterday. Kyosuke feels s0 Kes.3? 
guilty that he lets her drag pee 
him up to the roof where sher 
feeds him a homemade lunch. AS be 
she feeds him, Hikaru mentions RRP 
Madoka’s strange behavior. 4s biczapes 
Kyosuke comes to realize that 
Madoka’s feelings for him run 
deeper than he might have J 
thought, Madokea hersel f 
enters, sees Hikaru feeding 
KyOSUKE. and storms Of ft . 
Kyosuke ditches Hikaru (gets f—rN 
her tao look for UFO*s) and Bae 
teleports down the staircase £& 
to intercept Madoka. oP NAB oie 

After a nervous moment, Kyosuke Says, 
that...when I*m drunk...I get carelessS...." 

"So it was just because you were drunk?" 

"Well..-mot really. It*s just...when I"m 
drunk...Sometimes...I guess it makes me goa little 
further than I really should, you know?" ("What am I 
saying!!!" he thinks) 

Madoka just laughs and says, "“It"*s the same for 
me." Then, more seriously, "Drinking is just as much | 
of a problem for me. I was drunk when we went home i cl 
after your first day at work....what I did was improper. But it is the 
only time I’ve ever done something like that. You probably thought 
much worse of me, didn*t you?" : | 

"On,.." says Kyosuke with his usual grace. 

Madoka turns and smiles. "Gosh, I*m hungry!" she says. 
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Episode 8: , 

Kyosuke gets home to find Takashi in the middle of a photo 
cession. Most of what gets said falls on deaf ears as Kyosuke can 
barely control his hormones. In fact, it’s so impressive that when 
Hata and Komatsu start showing off their photo collection of the girls 
at school, Kyasuke shows little interest until the two of them start 
making plans to photograph his sisters. 

Yuusaku, looking fit to rip someone’s head off, tells Kyosuke he 
want to talk to him alone. The two head up to the roof (followed by 
Madoka)., but rather than batter him, Yuusaku begs Kyosuke for his 
help. Last night, Yuusaku had asked Hikaru out to a concert. Hikaru 
declined, telling him that she can’t go because she has a phate 
session with a model scout. Yuusaku is worried that Hikaru, beauty 
that she is, will become famous and won't have time for him. 


: | 


Madoka emphatically denies it and storms off with Kyosuke in tow. 

But as they head out of the Lover’s Woods, Madoka looks strangely sad. 
Meanwhile, the "pervert," whose name is ANIKI, is in a video 

store watching a tape describing the ins and outs of picking up girls. 
After he gets kicked out, he rejoins Kurumi in a nearby coffee shop. 


Kurumi is pigging out, of course, and Jingoro isn’t willing to 


relinquish the chair next to her, foiling his plans to start his 
come-on. Instead, he sits down across from her and asks if she’d iliike 


anything else. Bad move. 

Meanwhile, Komatsu has somehow convinced Manami that the best way 
to find Kurumi is to row out on the lake. Boating is so romantic, he 
argues, that the pervert is certain to take Kurumi out. “But why are 
we heading down the river into the woods?" Manami asks. 

Sabucha finds Kyosuke and Madoka and telis them that no one has 
seen the pair, and speculates that they might be ina back seat 
somewhere. 

Aniki takes Kurumi to the park and finally makes his move, just 
like in the video. “Let us finish this love scene," he says 


passionately. 


Meanwhile, Komatsu begins putting. his move on. Manami, but is 


distracted by Aniki’s flying bodys sto plunges ae the river next 


to the boat. Komatsu 1s just Be Gases Sete aa REE Ss 
about ready to kill the guy 3 ae oN Ee 
for spoiling his moment, whens ; See SF anes 


he realizes that it’s Aniki, 
who just happens to be his 
brother (figures). 

Jingoro leads Kyosuke to 
Kurumi. After determining 
that she is) unhurt, Manami 
asks her how she used her TK 
after cleaning her room. 
Kurumi replies that she got 
the guy to buy her lunch, and 
that did the trick. 
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Episode 10: Precognitive 
Dream: Hikaru Will Die! 

"No! Don’t Die! I can’t 
90 on without you!" cries 
Kyosuke. 

"Darling,” says Hikaru 
softly, "It’s too late...." 


"Hikaru!" = 

"Farewell!" says Hikaru Be 
in a weak voice as the space F% 
between them grows "How BS 
wonderful it would have E 
been..-if we could only have Ez 
been together.” Hikaru is = 


drawn into the darkness. 

Kyosuke gives chase, and 
beyond hope finds her in the 
blackness. 


2 


Kyosuke is at a 
says at last, "Then 
pele iim 

ti eh? $1 

"Tf you mod 
could surely ta 


fabulous pictures. But if you 


don?t want to, the 
not point in stay 
leave!" 


"What are you talking 


about. Hikaru...” 


"She doesn’t m 
you won*t let Dad 


picture, I have no desire to 


stay!" 


Kyosuke thinks to 


himself: "I suppose 


being totally honest. Just 4, 
mament aga I was thinking how * 


cute Hikaru was. But 
Madokaesss" 

Madoka relents, 
she just about dirags 


loss, but 
I?m going 


eled, Dad 
ie some 


m there’s 
ing. T*il 


atter ! L¢ 
take your 


I’m not 


and although she tries to conceal her enthusiasm, 
Kyosuke back to the beach. 


Sot el? CR 
oo ap Mw 2 Wet! 
. . 


ot § ©, * 
ese) 


p 


% 


3 PANE 
Mine 


by P 
rMiatthew Zeit 


Episode 9: Kurumi is Taught the Ways of Dating 

Kurumi’s room is a mess, but its nothing a little TK can’t clean 
up. But as Kurumi learns, cleaning the room isn’t easy, no matter how 
its done, and her mind is exhausted. 

later, the three of them go shopping for a mirror for © Kurumi’s 
room. Kyosuke, who is rather disinterested in the whole affair, 
notices Yuusaku looking in the window of a nearby store and asks him 
what he’s doing. Yuusaku just gives Kyosuke a threatening look and 
runs off. 

Kyosuke looks in the window and sees Hikaru and Madoka clothes 
shopping. Madoka pulls out a sexy white bathing suite and comments how 
nice it looks. She then sees Kyosuke in the mirror and, a littie red 
faced, decides that it’s not so great after all. 


\ SON AS a \¥/ 27 PEST Manami finds Kyosuke an tells him that 
es \ fee S/F: 2s Kurumi has disappeared. The last time she saw 
4 f ther, she was talking with some guy in 


‘sunglasses. Kyosuke is concerned, but mostly 
2 |: for the guy if he tries to do anything that 
be! | upsets Kurumi. Manami then reminds him that 
‘Kurumi is still exhausted and unable to use 
her power . Kyosuke becomes genuinely 
leunverned and everyone, including Komatsu and 


— 
we 


~| Hata, volunteer to help find her. 


Kyosuke and Hikaru come across the 


“SOMNT 3 ere ; 
| RB DB — cha Manami describes the "pervert" as best 
( eB OS Ty she can. The image she conjures up is really 
| e500 2 ; arn | gross. "That’s terrible!” everyone says as 
ij @ x e e e ry 
THe Es a i\ she finishes her description. 
£285 ue fA 7k ALS 
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perfect match in a game room 
and Kyosuke begins demanding 
to know where his sister 15. 
Distracted, the guy’sS game is 
ruined and he’s just about 
ready to rip Kyosuke’s face 
off when Madoka stops him. 
The guys SABUCHA, drops 
Kyosuke, appol ogizes 
profusely, and asks everyone 
in the game room if they’ve 
seen a young girl and a 
pervert in sunglasses. No one 
has, so Sabucha asks everyone 
to help look for her. Madoka 
is a little overwhelmed by 
the response, but Sabucha wR 
insists that they want tog: 
help her. Kyosuke = can only & 
watch this show of loyalty in 
amazement. 5 

The search continues & 
with little luck until -& 
Sabucha returns and informs 
Kyosuke, Madoka, Hikaru, and 
Yuusaku that a couple fitting 
the descriptions of Kurumi 
and the guy were seen on 
Sakura Street. Madoka quickly 
takes command of the 
situation and dispatches 
Hikaru to investigate 
(Yuusaku accompanies her to 
protect her). As they run 
off, Madoka seems happy to 
see them ga. Kyosuke is still 
fretting about Kurumi when he notices that Madoka is giving 
him one of her looks again. 

"Tt sure is nice," she says- 

"> . what is?" replies Kyosuke. 

"Nothing," Madoka saySs smiling. 

Sabucha returns and informs them that Kurumi was seen 
again, this time in the Shinmachi "Lover’s Woods.” Kyosuke 
follows Madoka there and discovers that the Lover’s Woods is 
basically a park where couples can 90 to make out. The two 
begin to search but are confronted almost immediately by a 
policeman. They explain that they are looking for Kyosuke’s 
little sister, but the man tells them that kids aren’t 
allowed in the park so she can’t be here. He then asks them 
to leave. As the two of them recover from being chewed out, 
Kyosuke gives Madoka a friendly look, which is not lost on 
the policeman. “Or could it be,” he speculates, "that you 
just made that up so you could continue your date?” 


Kyosuke wonders if it could O 
be possible that his Dad is the - 
phatographer. He gets a sudden 
vision of his Dad giving Hikaru 


the "Hey baby. you look 
great...no really, I mean that. 
Let*s do lunch!" line. 


Hikaru shows up, buries § 
KRYOSUKE« and promptly gets 
annoyed with Yuusaku for telling 
the others about her modeling 
opportunity; she wanted it toa be 
her surprise. While Kyosuke 
reflects, she rambles on about 
how she bumped into this & 
photographer on the street the E& 2) Sea 
other day. et se = 

Sunday morning, Takashi is preparing todo a photo session and 
asks Kyosuke to help. Kyosuke declines,- saying he has to work at the 
Abacab. He changes his mind quickly, however, when he hears that his 

camera happy buddies will be 
“accompanying his sisters. 

The model turns out to be 
none other than Hikaru, who is 
just thrilled that Kyosuke'’s 
:Dad will be doing the 
-_photography. Madoka, who 
accompanies Hikaru, is not 50 
pleased and spends most of the 
time on the train stewing. 

: The phote session begins 
‘and Kyosuke is amazed at how 
photogenic Hikaru is. 

Madoka suddenly decides 
that she really should be 
getting back to town to help 
the Master at the Abacab- and 
politely takes her leave, 
despite Kyosuke’s objections. 

As he watches Madoka walk 
,away, Takashi says that he 
thinks Madoka is really pretty 
and would like to photograph 
her as well. Kyosuke is 
elated. 

Kyosuke catches up with 
Madoka and asks her if she’d 
like to model. 

"You must be joking," she 
replies as she starts to walk 
away, "I'm not a model." 

"Waits..." 

"You'd better go back and 
help your Dad." 


"HIKARU!!!" he cries, holding her tight. 

Manami and Kurumi wake him from his nightmare as the morning 
sunshine streams into the room. The girls express their exaspiration 
with their weirdo brother, then join Dad for breakfast. Everyone gets 
a good laugh over the dream, then Dad points out that, sometimes, 
their mother used to claim she dreamed the future. Kyosuke panics, but 
Dad has to admit that he never actually believed her. But as Kyosuke 
makes his way to school, he remembers how, when he was little and not 
fully toilet trained, he had wet his pants at school and Mom had shown 
up at just that time with a fresh pair of shorts. What if she had seen 
the future? And if she had been abie to see the future, then perhaps 
he could too. Kyosuke suddenly can’t get to school fast enough. 

py tes Hikaru finds Kyosuke at school and throws 
peo herself at him. ; 
“I missed you so bad last night, I nearly 
died!" 

"D-DIED!!!" says Kyosuke, losing his composure 
for a moment, "Aren’t you exaggerating a bit? I just 
had to work a littie late at the Abacab. No big 
deal." : 7 


"J was so lonely't” 

| "Say Hikaru..-there’s nothing...wrong with your 
body, is there?" . 

| "Who me? What are you talking about. I’m in 
fine shape. Wanna see?" she says, starting to take 
off her shirt. 

Embarrassed, Kyosuke throws himself at her and 
pulls her shirt back down. As Kyosuke continues to 
clutch Hikaru’s waist in relief, an all too familiar 
voice says, "Sorry to interrupt, but could you move 
from in front of my locker?” 

"Syukawa!" 
| The three exchange nervous good mornings. 
'"You’re early today," Kyosuke observes. 

Perhaps I should have come a little later,” 
Madoka replies. 

Hikaru choses this moment to ask Kyosuke if he 
would like to have lunch with her. Since Kyosuke 
can’t come up with an easy way to say no off the top. 
‘of his head and is reluctant to let her out of his 
Sight anyway (lest she die), Kyosuke says nothing at 
first. That, of course, is as good as yes for 
Hikaru. Madoka storms off, since Kyosuke had asked 

HER out to lunch the day before, and was now breaking his promise. 

The morning classes proceed, with Kyosuke getting pienty of cold 
shoulder from Madoka and worrying over Hikaru. 

Later in the locker room, Kurumi tells Hikaru about the dream, 
which explains to her Kyosuke’s odd behavior that morning. Ideas start 
to form.cecs 

Lunchtime comes, but Hikaru fails to meet Kyosuke. When he asks 
Kurumi if she’s seen Hikaru, she tells him that she went home early. 

Kyosuke runs into Madoka and begins to drag her off with him. 

"Where are we going?" asks Madoka, confused. 


"But I was alone all night,” protests Hikaruy — 


"To Hikaru’s house...to check up on her." 

"Hikaru? Hey, let me go!" she says extracting herself from his 
hand, "We can’t just go to her house." 

"Aren’t you worried?” - 

"Worried? It’s just a stomache ache. We still have afternoon 
class!" 

"Avukawa..-you’re not being very caring." 

"Now wait a minute! What are you talking about? It’s not like 
she’s dying!” 

"Yes it is’..Uh...That iseeee” 

"Or is it something else? Some secret childhood malady perhaps. 
>That it, Darling?" she asks, mimicing Hikaru’s airhead manner. 

Their discussion is interrupted by Yuusaku, who had agreed to 
have lunch with Madoka (OW!!''). She happily excepts a sandwitch from 
him, then generously suggests he offers one to Kyosuke. She departs, 
leaving Kyosuke at the mercy of Yuusaku’s mercurial moods. 

Meanwhile, Hikaru is at home, waiting for Kyosuke to show up. To 
keep her mother deceived, she plays the invalid, in the process taking 
a few more fever pills than she should. As she MELE Ss she dreams of 
how she will win Kyosuke’s undying love! | 

The doorbell rings and she rushes down stairs, ‘but much to: her 
chagrin, it is only Yuusaku, who learned of Hikaru’s sickness from an 
overworried Kyosuke. He proceeds to fuss over her, while she sullienly 
waits. 

Kyosuke arrives a short time later. Hikaru is ecstatic, which 
leads Kyosuke to comment, "You really look well." 

Suddenly, misery surfaces on Hikaru’s face and all she can do is 
complain about her aching head. 

"Tl thought you had a stomache ache...." says Kyosuke. Hikaru 
replies that she’s been having ALL KINDS of problems lately. 

At the Abacab, Madoka shows up for work. "Kyosuke isn’t here?" 
she asks, when she notices he’s not present. 

"Well, it’s a good thing we’re not busy,” replies the master. 
"You look disappointed," he observes. 

Madoka just shrugs it off and goes to work, wondering why Kyosuke 
is suddenly making such a fuss over Hikaru. 

Hikaru convinces the boys to take her to a game arcade, but the 
fever pills soon make her drowsy, and later in a hamburger restaurant, 
she collapses. | 

Both Yuusaku and Kyosuke desparately 
try to get her to wake up. "Don’t die!" 
cries Kyosuke. 

"Huh?" says Hikaru, raising her head, 
"Who died?" Suddenly, a new idea comes to 
mind. 

"Please..-Let’s find a quite place...fA 
place were I can put myself to rest...Where 
Darling and I can be alone...." 

A stunned Yuusaku and Kyosuke exchange 
Glances. The Yuusaku turns, and yielding to 
Hikaru’s dying wish, dramatically exits and 
leaves them alone. 

Hikaru and Kyosuke find an all tco 
familiar looking bench in the park and sit 


down, Kyosuke desparately Bote = ttt DELL 
clinging to Hikaru. Be here + 

"Hikaru!" es 

"Darling," says HikaruBss evs; 
softly, "it’s too late...." SSS 

Kyosuke’s heart falls intoB ee" 
his feet as his nightmare is#=3- 
played out before him. | ey Aas 

"Farewell!" says Hikaru ini 
a weak voice, "How wonderful it 
would have been...if we could only have 
been together.” 

Meanwhile, Kurumi and Manami run into 
Madoka in the store and tell her about the 
dream. Kurumi also mentions that she told 
Hikaru as well. Madoka puts two and two 
together. As they leave the store, they 
see Yuusaku fencing out a crowd 50 that 
Hikaru can die in peace. 

Back on the park bench, Kyosuke §-:: 
cries, "No! Don’t Die! I! can’t .go .on. fe: 
without you!" AS 

"Well in that case...." says Hikaru 
coming back to life and throwing herself 
into Kyosuke’s willing arms. Kyosuke is 50 
relieved that he doesn;t question his 
luck, and holds her tight. | 

And that’s just how Kurumi, Manami, Yuusaku, and Madoka find 
them. .es 
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Enisode 11: Don’t Rings Wedding Bell! 
Kyosuke notices Madoka’s absence from class, which adds to his 
suspicions from the previous night. 

While working at the Abacab, a strange man called for her, but 
before Kyosuke could get a word out, Madoka grabbed the receiver out 
of his hand and shoved him out of the phone booth. 

"I?ve been waiting for you to call,” she said, visibly happy to 
hear from the caller, “I was afraid something might have happened to 
you.” 

Madoka rapped up the call while Kyosuke wondered who it could be. 
Whoever he was, he had sure left Madoka in a great mood. 

Kyosuke’s thoughts are interrupted by the teacher, who calls on 
him to read. Kyosuke, completely lost, embarrasses himself in front of 
the class. 

Later, he runs into Hikaru in the park. Hikaru says she hasn’t 
seen or heard from Madoka for three days. "I wonder what could be 
keeping her so busy. Maybe she’s found a boyfriend!" she laughs. 
Kyosuke doesn’t think it’s funny. Not at all. Hikaru is taken back a 
bit by his intensity, and Kyosuke relents for the moment, reassuring 
her that everything is probably OK. 

That night, Kyosuke dreams that Madoka is getting married. While 
he futilely bangs on the window of the church and begs her to stop; 
the strange man slips a ring on her finger. 


ee, 


Qn his way to school the 
next day, he sees Madoka get 
out of a fancy car with a 
strange man to whom Madoka 
openly shows her. affection. 
Kyosuke also notices the ring 
zt on her finger. 

4 Kyosuke stares at her as 
imorning classes proceed. 
l'This guy has been with 
Madoka for over three days," 
he thinks, “Who is he?" 
Kyosuke is about to ask her 
when he’s interrupted by 
£75 Komatsu and Hata. 

(5 Komatsu asks Kyosuke to 

sa] present Kurumi with a ring. 
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could do = that.) Kyosuke- 
“4ctarts to object, when Hata 
3 shows them his presents: 
KTNG a himself. After dealing with 
SS the fool, Komatsu presses 
SY Kyosuke to give Kurumi the 
“ring. "There’s no time to 
otioigiateg lose," he implores, "She 
aaa could be married before she’s 
16'" Needless to say, this 
conjures up all kind of 
nightmares for Kyosuke. 

Class continues, with 
Kyosuke just dying to know 
. ray what Madoka is thinking. He 
"aN WS! suddenly realizes that he 
Ru ae. 3 if might be able to learn what 

ji he wants to know by trying to 
y use telepathy, something he’s 
peshtend attempted before. He 
} 


care oe 
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concentrates intently, and 

avs sure enough, an image of 
Madoka in a wedding gown appears. Kyosuke’s efforts are noticed by the 
teacher, who interrupts him and asks him if he would like to use the 
bathroom. 

Lunch time comes and Kyosuke approaches Madoka. But before he can 
ask her anything, he is attacked by Hikaru, who invites him to have 
lunch with her. She also greets Madoka. 

“Where have you been these last three days? I haven’t been able 
to get you on the phone or anything. I’ve been worried.” 

"She hasn’t been home?" Kyosuke thinks. 

"T?m sorry,” says Madoka, "I’ve been very busy.” 

"Will you have lunch with us," asks Hikaru. 

"I?ve got to make a phone call.” 


Kyosuke ditches Hikaru as soon as he can and comes across Madoka 
in the middle of her phone call. 

"T?]] be at the Abacab..." she says; eo. .eth—-huh...that’s 
right..-about 5:00...-uh—-huh...0K?...then we’l1l head to the 
church...bye!" Madoka hangs up. 

“Who..e-was that?" asks Kyosuke. 

"Never mind. It was a private conversation," says Madoka as she 
walks away. 

After school, Kyosuke goes to the Abacab, dressed in a suit with 
his hair combed straight back. The Master asks who died while Madoka 
just laughs hysterically. It doesn’t take long for Madoka to notice 
that something is bugging him, but her ride shows up before he can say 
anything. 

Kyosuke hangs his head in defeat. 

"Tt+*?s not business, is it?" asks the Master. 

"Enough already,” implores Kyosuke. 

"T SeG.cae' 

"What?" asks Kyosuke, realizing the master has something on his 
mind. 

"T was just thinking. The belis aren’t- ringing yet, so there’s- 
still time." _ 

"“Masterecess” 

“Now is the time to say it.” 

Kyosuke borrows the master’s bike to pursue Madoka. He remembers 
the first time he met her and thinks, "From the time I first met 
you...from that moment...-Madoka!” 

He soon loses his way but the dreaded sound of wedding bells 
leads him to the church. As the "Sounds of Silence” play in the 
backround, Kyosuke pounds on the window, just as he did in his dream, 
begging Madoka to stop. Madcka just stares at him, understandably 
stunned. 

tater at the Abacab, everyone laughs it off. It turns out that it 
was Madoka’s SISTER’S wedding. That’s what had been keeping her sc 
busy. The man Kyosuke had seen was her father, and the ring was simply 
a gift from her sister to thank her for her help. 


Episode 12: Studying in America! Farewell Madoka?> 

Madoka catches the bouquet at her sister’s wedding, but Kyosuke 
can’t help but notice that Madoka seems bothered. Kyosuke soon learns 
why, as he and Hikaru hear from the Master that Madoka will be 
returning to America with her parents (professional musicians who have 
been living in America for some time). Hikaru is upset, but Kyosuke is 
beyond mere distress. He is bearly able to ask the Master, "Whenesea” 

"Next Sunday” is the answer that swims through his head as he 
climbs the stairs outside his house. As he approaches the tops he 
remembers his first meeting with Madoka. 

Rain starts to fall, and Kyosuke begins to run, more to vent his 
frustration than to actually stay dry. He trips at the top of the 
stairs and as he gets up, thinks, "No! I can’t let this happen!" The 
rain becomes a downpour, but a dispairing Kyosuke makes no effort to 
seek shelter. 

Meanwhile, Madoka is packing, but her face plainly shows that she 
is distressed as well. As she absent-mindedly fiddles with the pianOs 
she hears again her mother’s words, imploring her to return with them 


to America. "We’ve made you live alone for a long time now," she had 
Said. 

Kyosuke makes it to school the next day, despite not sleeping the 
night before. He runs into a battered Yuusaku, who has had a run in 
with some biker gang members who are just thrilled that their nemesis 
is leaving town. 

Class begins, but Kyosuke’s attention is on Madoka; he still 
can’t believe what’s happening. Later, he watches from hiding as she 
practices playing her sax, but he soon dispairs again and leaves. 
Madoka hears him and stops playing, overcome by her own emotions while 
the sheet music rains down around her ears. 


At lunch time, Hikaru takes Madoka to the roof, where Kyosuke, 
as Yuusaku, Manami, and Kurumi 


3 have prepared a farewell 

f lunch. Hikaru explains to 
223 Madoka that they will have a 
3244 Lunch in her honor every day 
‘from now until she leaves. 
Frommow although this | is 
supposed. to. be a pleasant 

24 joaccasion, the mood is heavy 
tafe until Yuusaku tries to say 
ee something meaningful and 
Mm cracks everyone up- Lunch 

proceeds while Kyosuke stares 
at Madoka as if he is trying 
Ito fill his mind with her 
ibefore she is lost to him 
| forever. 
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The days pass and 
‘Saturday evening finds 
i: Kyosuke at home, playing with 
ithe hat Madoka gave him. 
Hikaru is preparing dinner, 
seers but the onions are not the 

~"-- 'reason for her tears. Madoka 
fee makes her way to the top of 
cars =4\'the stairs and plays her sax. 
: “85 the sun sets, she 
Psuugiremembers her last meeting 
“See a with the Master. 

ieee TS "I understand," the 
Master had said, "but is this 
‘really the right thing?" 
y "What do you mean?” 
if *T was just thinking 
about Kyosuke...." he had 
breplied, trying to find a 
8 good way to express himself. 
"Master..-please! My 
f mind is made up." 
; Madoka fails to show up 
i for her farewell party at the 
PB Abacab, and Hikaru, Kyosuke, 


& 


0908, 


-and Yuusaku soon grow 
concerned. Yuusaku speculates 
that she might have gotten 
burt, or perhaps beaten up by 
some of her gang enemies. 
Worried, the three of them 

set out in search of her. 
As they make their way 
‘through the city; Kyosuke 
mara thinks, “Yuusaku may be 
‘ga right. But maybe... just 
+ maybe..-she’s feeling the 
same way I am. Where would I 
go if I were her?" He 
suddenly realizes where she 
must be, makes an about face; 
and loses Hikaru and Yuusaku 

in the crowd. 

Madoka is waiting 


me tee 


but no one is home. Finally; 
she gives up and walks to the 
top of the stairs. She stops, 
and after a moment sayS; 
"Good luck...Farewell!” 
; Misery begins to 
MS overcome Madoka as she 
uy Fealizes she won’ t see 
xg Kyosuke again, but before it 
33 can take hold, she is lifted 
4 by the familiar sounds of 
* counting. 
"OZ oe eo PGe oe eo PF 2 LOO” 

With that, Kyosuke reaches 
the top and spots Madoka. 
| "You blew it again,” she 
’asays lightly. 
, "You’re really here 
says Kyosuke, to relieved to 
make a witty rejoinder. 

The two of them settie 
onto a nearby swing set. “I 
really like this town,” Says 
Madoka, "but it’s time for 2& 
change. This place is s0 much 
like any other. And compared 
to America!" she says; 
staring at the stars, "New 
York for example...or Los 
Angeles..-and then there’s 
Holl ywood...and Beverly 
Hills...So many people, and 
so many fun things to do!" 
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6 "Avyukawa," blurts an 
«emotionally battered Kyosuke. 
. "That’s why I’ve studied 
sx English for so long," says 
. .Madoka, continuing along her 
°. train of thought. 
- Kyosuke gets up and 
> ,possessively takes hold of 
hn Madoka’s swing from behind. 
yx "For me...This town has been 
“ithe best place I’ve even 
lbeen. Since the day I first 
“Viarrived," he says as images 
of their first meeting fill 
his mind, “Since I first 
icounted the stairs..-From 
‘that time on...I have felt 
‘that there is no better place 
on Earth?” 
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stlaughing. "Oh my! You really 
: Athought I was going to 
spa America? I decided from the 
2 33start not to go. I was just 
Si playing a little joke!" | 
os At the airport the next 
Mday, Kyosuke, Madoka, Hikaru, 
mand Yuusaku see Madoka’s 
Yparents off. "“They’re gone," 
Z says Madoka a little 
“wistfully as the aircraft 
Hbecomes a dot in the sky. 
Kyosuke, overhearing her, 
ywonders if she really had 
=been planning to stay. 


;Episode 13: Look Closely! 
giHikaru has a serious bod? 

Sunday turns out bright 
Jfand sunny, but if the school 
3gets its way, the kids won’t 
ybe enjoying it much. The 


saaed a | jstudents out to help clean up 
ae ae , wlitter in the park. Komatsu 
=i an complains, but Kyosuke 
S4 figures they can ditch once 
Sthings get going. 
ee The kids have just begun 
eq working when 8 newcomer 
‘farrives: a young blond in @ 
4short skirt who immediately 
ya, becomes the center of 
te attention. Hata makes his way 


-Madoka suddenly begins. 


& 


to the middle of the crowd, asking the girl for 
her name, year in school, hobbies, address, 
phone number, etc. 

"!eave me alone, Hata and Komatsu!” she 
says. As the two of them wonder how she knows 
their name, she throws herself at Kyosuke. 
"Kyosuke! It’s me!" she says, "ME! Hikaru!” 

Kyosuke can hardly believe that under the 
sharp cloths and makeup is, in fact, the same 
Hikaru he has always known. The encounter is 
interupted by a teacher who orders everyone 
back to work, but after he leaves, the guys 
start swarming Hikaru again. 

Kyosuke just watches as the crowd drags an 
unwilling Hikaru off, then heads down to the 
lake. Kyosuke i5 still mulling over the 
implications of what Hikaru is doing when 
Madoka appears and offers him a drink. 

"““Ujkaru sure is sexy, isn’t she?" she 
comments. « & s 
"En?" | 
"All the guys can hardly control 
themselves," she observes a little sadly. 

"T don’t know about that,” replies Kyosuke 
matter-of-factly, "But why is she doing this?" 

"Good question,” says Madoka, cheering up 
a bit. "Could it be that she’s trying to 
impress someone she’s fallen for?" 

Kyosuke blushes. eee 

The fuss over Hikaru continues at school the following day. 
Komatsu and Hata fight galiently for extra lunch sandwitches and offer 
them to Hikaru, but while Yuusaku jealously roughs them up, Hikaru 
leaves with the lunches to eat with Kyosuke. 

Kyosuke has acquired a pair of Bobson tickets from his Dad. He’d 
like to take Madoka, but before he can ask, he runs into Hikaru. She 
asks him to have lunch with her, but js almost immediately carried of 
again. Kyosuke suddenly feels guilty that he is letting Hikaru put 
herself through all this grief when it isn’t really making any 
difference. 

Meanwhile, Komatsu and Hata are joined by Yuusaku to observe the 
girls on the tennis court. Yuusaku is trying get advice on what he 
should do to ask Hikaru out. Komatsu tells him that one good idea is 
to take her to a good movie. "You know what I mean,” says Komatsu. 

"Sure do! I know a great anime movie!" 

Realizing that further explanation is necessary, Komatsu says 
that the idea is to chose a show that will set the right mood...one 
that will get her emotionally excited. Yuusaku isn’t sure he 
understands. 

Later, Kyosuke meets Hikaru near a fountain. 

"You mean you like me this way?" she says (responding to 
something said before the start of the scene). 

"Yes, it’s very nice,” replies Kyosuke. 

"This is the first time you’ve ever asked me out!” 

"Nuh? I just meant..." 


"I’m so happy!” shouts 
Hikaru. Kyosuke no longer has 
the heart to tell her no. 

. Later that afternoon, 
Hikaru leaves the Abacab, 
promising to stop by Madoka’s 
place after work. The Master 
observes that Hikaru looks 
very nice in her new outfits, 
but after getting a 
non-commital response from 
Madoka, goes on to say that 
he thinks Madoka looks fine 
just the way she is. 
Nevertheless, Madoka 
Gives the idea a few tries 
when she gets home. Shortly 
thereafter, Hikaru arrives 


for the concert. | . 
Meanwhile, Yuusaku has 
come to the conclusion that 
Hikaru needs protection from 
the hoards of guys who covet 
her, and trains in earnest. 
Hikaru gets dressed 
(noticing the cloths are a 
little lose in the bust) and 
heads out, only to find 
Yuusaku, self appointed 
bodyguard, waiting outside. 
Hikaru tells him to buzz off, 
but he refuses and insists on 
following her. She eventually 
has to resort to trickery to 
ditch him. 

Yuusaku manages to find 
her again and follow more 
descretely. Hikaru meets 
Kyosuke outside of the Bobson 
concert and the two of them 
head in, arm and arm. Yuusaku 
can only watch in despair. 

The concert begins and a 
good time is had. As the 
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first number finishes, 
Kyosuke turns to Hikaru and 
says, "I sure am thirsty> 
Want something to drinh, 
Madoka’?” 


Kyosuke picks up on his 
mistake almost instantly, and 
tries to recover by saying, 
"Sorry, it’s just that the 


and picks up another outfit. 
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clothes make you look 1ike her...." This doesn’t help one bit and 
Hikaru storms out of the concert in tears, with Kyosuke in pursuit. 

Once outside, Yuusaku finds Kyosuke and drags him toa river 
where he intends to punnish him for distressing Hikaru. His first 
attempt is stopped by Hikaru, who despite her anger, won’t let him 
hurt her Darling. Yuusaku tells her he must defend her and prepares to 
hit Kyosuke again. 

“What are you guys doing?” asks Madoka from a bridge overhead. 
Realizing that this whole event has been on display for her, both 
Kyosuke and Yuusaku fall into the river and the situation is defused. 

Later at the Abacab, everyone unwinds. Hikaru decides that her 
new look just doesn’t suit her. 

Kyosuke stays until closing; and he and Madoka walk home. Kyosuke 
notices this..-thing...hanging from her belt. "What’s that?” he asks. 

"T thought it looked kind of cute, but maybe I should take it 
off. It doesn’t really suit me." 

"No, it’s...very cute." 
In response, Madoka takes the thing off of her belt and thrusts 
it into Kyosuke’s face. The meaning of this gesture is entirely lost 
how hard women are to understand. i al ae 


Se Episode 14: Intimate Dream -—— 
ae At last, Madoka and 
meee 4 Kyosuke in a Catastrphe 
=.4 (Cultural Note: "Panabata" 15 a 
Secs festival which takes place 
msg every year on July 7th. The 
8044 festival centers around an old 
wes story about a samurai and a 
supe peasant girl who fall in love, 
4 but because they are from 
eg different social classes, their 
wey families forbid them to marry 
S94 and forced them to remain 

“separated. Even after death, 
dthe two of them must live at 
opposite ends of the universe, 
severed from each other by the 
i Milky Way. According to legends 
7 Panabata is the only day of the 
si year they are permitted to see 
i each other. 

It ais customary during 
Panabata to take a tree and 
decorate it. with wishes for love for the coming year.) 

Amongst the stars, the figure of Madoka, dressed in Shogunate 
peasant garb, turns and Says; "You are too weak...I am leaving you. I 
never want to see you again." Madoka turns her back on Kyosuke, who is 
clad in samurai garb, and moves off into the star filled void. Kyosuke 
Gives chase, but the pursuit is futile. 

Kyosuke emerges from his dream and wonders if perhaps his 
forsight is at work again. Realizing that he is not exactly what you 
would call an athelete, he decides it?s time to start jogging. 


While out on his run, he comes’ across his sisters outside of a 
women’s professional wrestling gym. Manami and Kurumi would just love 
to give it a try and head on in, with Kyosuke, playing the 
over-protective brother, in tow. - 

Much to Kyosuke’s 
surprise, Madoka and Hikarule 
are already there. Madoka R&S 
finishes her opponent off and{ 
takes a break while Kurumi 
and Manami make a lot of ~_ | 
noise cheering on the next Eo 
group of wrestlers. Madoka: -.' | 
appologizes for the noise," 
but the teacher says she is 
delighted to have more of her 
friends present, and gives BS 
Kyosuke a casual pat which) )F-: 
nearly knocks him over. 
Hikaru is instantly at his Es 
side to make sure he’s all 
right and asks the teacher to 
be more careful around her 
Gelicate Darling. This gets a Bex: 
laugh out of almost everyone. 

Later, the sisters do a 
tag team job on Dad, and 
despite Kyosuke’s objections, 
convince him toc let them 
enter a wrestling class (Che 
seems to have been in the 
spirit anyway). 

Kyosuke goes to the gym 
with his sisters the nect 
day, and wonders if his Dad 
would really be so amenable 
to this if he could see what 
happens here. Madoka joins 
him and the two start to make 
some small talk when Hikaru 
appears and starts talking 
about how much she’s 
improving herself and how attractive she will become once she’s) built 
up her strength. The teacher appears and greets Kyosuke with another 
affectionate pat that sends him flying. Madoka is concerned, but 
Kyosuke is OK -- except for his badly bruised self-esteem. Kyosuke 
frets that his dream may soon become all too real. 

The following day, Kyosuke and Madoka meet on top of the school. 
Madoka looks at the sky and says, “They meet today.” 

"Huh? Who are you talking about.” 

"Uikoboshitama and Lord Orihei. I’ve always liked that story.... 

"Today is Tanabata!" Kyosuke realizes. As the parallels to his 
dream fall into place, he resolves to take drastic action before it’s 
too late. 


Kyosuke tries to observe Yuusaku practicing his martial arts from 
a distance, but his efforts are soon noticed and Yuusaku drags him 
into class. Yuusaku assumes that Kyosuke wants to learn how to fight 
so that he can impress Hikaru, and prepares to make life as his pupil 
as miserable as possible, but Hikaru shows up to watch and keeps him 
in line. 

Kyosuke works diligently, but as luck would have it, takes a 
rather clumsy fall just as Madoka walks in. A little surprised to find 
him studying martial arts, she asks "What are you doing; Kyosuke?" His 
only response is a determined stare before leaping back into action. 

Later at the Abacab, Madoka mentions Kyosuke’s strange behavior 
to the Master. 

"Strange?" he replies, “I don’t think so.” 

83 Eh? 88 

"Guys are supposed to be strong and self-sufficient, he explains. 
"They don’t like to look weak, especially in front of girls they 
like." 

Yuusaku comes in and tells Madoka that Kyosuke got himself beat 
up badly. Appearently, Kyosuke carried his = crash self-betterment 


course a little too far and took on an upperclassman he had no es 


business fighting. : 

They arrive at the hospital to find an unconscious and bandaged 
Kyosuke with Hikaru at his side. Hikaru is terribly upset, but Madoka 
tells her not to worry; Kyosuke will heal quickly. She then offers 
Hikaru a hankerchief. “You wouldn’t .want Kyosuke to see you like 
this....”" she says. 

Hikaru departs with Yuusaku, leaving Madoka alone with Kyosuke. 
She remembers his behavior over the last few days, and once again, the 
Master’s words pass through her mind: "Guys don’t like to look weak, 
especially in front of girls they like." 

In the grip of his dream again, Kyosuke moans; "T,..-am not weak! 
Don’t leave me!" 

Madoka is moved and is about to kiss him, when 
Kyosuke recovers consciousness. Face-to-face, the two of 
them stare at each other for a long moment. 

Of course, they are interrupted as Hikaru bursts 
back into the room. But while she fusses over her fs: 
Darling, Kyosuke wonders what Madoka was going to do. oe ere 

Later, Dad shows up at the gym to see how his girls [ety 
are doing; and nearly has a_ stroke as Kurumi a 
telekinetically throws her opponent around the ring. He [:3$- 
tries to take control of the situation, but it appear [2:9 
that the girls have won themselves some friends...- mg 

That evening, everyone meets at the Abacab for a fi4 
Panabata party. Despite their pleading, Dad remains 
adamant and forbids the girls to return to the gym. 

While Hikaru puts on a concert, Kyosuke wanders 
outside to look at the stars, happily realizing that his dream has not 
come to pass. 

"Does it still hurt?" asks Madoka, joining him. 

"I?m OK. 86 

"Oh...good," replies Madoka, who turns to the tree to hang another 
ornament. "I forgot to make my wish,” she says. Kyosuke moves to help, 
but Madoka hold him back "Hey! You shouldn’t look't" 


"Don’t be silly," he replies shaking her off and reaching up to 
finish mounting the ornament, "What difference is it going to make." 

"No! You can’t look," says Madoka as she comes up behind him and 
covers his eyes, "Besides," she says softly, "isn’t it better this 
way?" ’ 
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